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IT TIME

FIRA RoboWorld to Bring
Robot Experts Together

Father of Robot Soccer in Korea, visited TT!
Vanguard in July as a guest speaker

Participants are playing s;‘)ccer by controlling
their robots in the FIRA RoboWorld Cup

ave you ever heard of

MiroSot and RoboSot,

or FIRA? No? Then

you will soon have a

chance to hear these
words to your heart’s content. They will
become well-established buzzwords for a
long time.

MiroSot refers to the Micro Robot
World Cup Soccer Tournament, and
RoboSot means the Robot Soccer
Tournament. FIRA refers to the
Federation of International Robot-soccer
Association. Robot soccer was initiated
by scientists to study the field of artificial
intelligence by developing soccer robots
that can play soccer autonomously.

Since 1996, when the first MiroSot
was held in Dacjeon, Korea, robot soccer
developed to a remarkable extent, and so
has robotics engineering. This year’s soc-
cer tournament will be the 14th event.
Now, it is not difficult to see humanoid
robots kick a soccer ball with actual legs
on a robot soccer field. It is pretty fun to
watch a robot soccer game, a game which
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will also provide a valuable chance for
scientists to develop robotics technology.

Robotics Congress, Robot
World Cup

The Incheon Metropolitan
Government will host the FIRA
RoboWorld Congress 2009 and the FIRA
RoboWorld Cup 2009 jointly in coopera-
tion with FIRA. FIRA's headquarters is
located within the Korea Advanced
Institute of Science and Technology
(KAIST) in Daejeon. The FIRA
RoboWorld events will be held in
Incheon from Aug. 16 (Sunday) to 20
(Thursday).

The events will be organized jointly
by the Incheon IT Promotion Agency
(IITPA) and the Korca Robot Soccer
Association (KRSA) under the joint
sponsorship of the International
Federation for Information Processing
(IFIP), the International Neural Network

Society (INNS), the Ministry of

Education, Science and Technology.
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Korea Tourism Organization, Incheon
Tourism Organization, and Korea
Association of Robotics. More details are
available on the organizers” official web-
site www.fira2009.org. Information on
preliminary elimination games for the
14th FIRA RoboWorld Cup is available
at www.krsa.org.

Background and Goals

The Incheon Metropolitan
Government plans to host these two robot
events to arouse people’s attention to, and
create a boom for, mechatronics and IT.
These, along with the robot industry, are
two future strategic industries of the city
and of the country. It also hopes to con-
tribute to the nationwide efforts to devel-
op the country’s industrial structure by
fusing conventional manufacturing indus-
tries with high technologies.

Through the events, Incheon also
wishes to introduce itself to the world as
the hub of state-of-the-art industries and
as a site for Robot Land. It hopes to
arouse visitors® interest in science and
robots, and to help train young talents in
the intelligent robots and expand interna-
tional exchange in the civilian sector.

Organizers hope the events will give
children and young people opportunities
to have hands-on experience in science
during the IT festivals, help them have a
better understanding of engineering, and
inspire them to make their own achieve-
ments in science. They also hope that the
events will serve as a new type of forum
for international exchanges that will
renew visitor interest in science and
robots.






